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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


At the last meeting of the Yorkshire Veterinary 
Medical Society two things were done worthy of 
imitation. They fixed a regular day for their 
Quarterly Meetings so as not to clash with the 
meetings of other Societies. This may frequently 
enable practitioners to attend two assemblies of 
confréres instead of one, and thus to bring forward 
experience gained in another district, and possibly 
under varying conditions. They also had an in- 
teresting and instructive exchange of opinions and 
observation without any written paper—they at- 
tained this by the simple plan of three or four mem- 
bers verbally describing cases in practice. It is 
good to have a written paper in which the author 
carefully arranges his facts and draws his inferences, 
not on the spur of the moment, but deliberately 
and thoughtfully, and in ,which he expresses him- 
self clearly and methodically; but papers are not 
always forthcoming. and a meeting may be barren 
for want of one. When it is understood that in- 
teresting cases may always be related and generally 
call forth comment, the practice will extend, and 
our Societies will never have any difficulty in en- 


suring good attendances, and useful, lively meet- 
ings, 


The report of the dinner of the Worshipful Com- 
pany of Farriers which we, in part, reprint from 
r he Live Stock Journal, is not altogether pleasing read- 
ing to the veterinary surgeon. It is not perhaps right 
to discuss too seriously post-prandial oratory, but 
We cannot refrain from expressing our regret that 
— the Master of the Company nor Mr. Ernest 
— of the Royal Agricultural Society should have 
been able to recognise our Body as being interested 
n the subject of horse-shoeing. 'The fact that our 
— Supplied the judges at Windsor might 
ig apn an opening for bare recognition. It 
difficult to a outside the profession it would be 
and th; tind men capable of acting as judges, 

is of itself is evidence that we deserve some 


notice, and are worthy of acknowledgment as having 
an interest in the art and its advancement. We 
are not jealous of the action of any other Society 
or Body. Our influence is comparatively small, 
and our ability to offer pecuniary aid smaller still, 
but we possess the scientific knowledge and _prac- 
tical training which are essential to success in any 
action which may be taken. Such as we have we 
are willing to give, and we desire nothing more 
than to be associated with others in improving the 
farriers’ art. As experts we can offer valuable as- 
sistance, and we are anxious to co-operate in any 
movement which recognises our position. Possibly 
we are to blame for not having taken a more 
prominent stand on the subject. In future this 
opprobrium will be removed as Professor Axe has 
taken the matter up and attempted to form some 
alliance in which our assistance will be accepted 
and valued at its true worth. 


Sir Morell Mackenzie at the Farriers’ Company 
replied for the visitors and “ humourously referred 
to the greater docility of horses as patients.” He 
also volunteered the information that he doctored 
his own horses. We should feel inclined to pity the 
poor horses did we not, with due respect, acknow- 
ledge Sir Morell’s universal attainments. It may to 
some men seem that the practice of equine medicine 
and surgery presents difficulties only surmountable 
by long practice and special training. Possibly Sir 
Morell is a master of the veterinary art. possibly he 
only possesses a rash confidence that would lead him 
not only to doctor horses, but if the chance presented, 
to command a torpedo boat, or direct the completion 
of the Forth bridge. 


An unexpected danger to stock-owners has just 
been announced by Mr. Hetton, of Kelso,—the 
possibility of importing anthrax from Egypt in 
cotton cake. Professor Williams also told the 
Scottish Metropolitan Veterinary Medical Society 
“ He had known cases of true anthrax arise from 
the cotton cake after the animals had been taking it 
for many weeks.” We may have anthrax brought 
here in wool or hair, and there seems no reason why 
it should not be introduced by cotton cake, or even 
other food stuffs. It seems almost a pity that 
further details should have been given, as they 
do not add to the exactness of the statement, but 
we reproduce them as assistance to any observers 
who may have occasion to use or see used this 
dangerous food.—‘‘ When eaten in a fresh state it 
had no bad effect; but when it became old and 
mouldy it had a tendency to induce anthrax.” ‘The 
discussion was postoned till next meeting. 
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ARTICLES AND CASES. 


CHLOROFORMING ANIMALS. 
By Joun Arxinson, F.R.C.V.S. 


The following is from a weekly paper, and I need 
hardly add not a technical one. 


“Tue Hyperasap CuLtorororm ComMIssIon. 


It is humiliating to Englishmen to know that we 
are indebted to a native Indian sovereign for sub- 
sidising researches into the action of chloroform— 


full of profound interest for humanity—which not 


only no English prince would dream of subsidising, 
but which, according to the English law, could not 
be even legally carried on in England. Dr. Lauder 
Brunton, it seems, has had the amplest facilities put 
at his disposal for verifying the extraordinary dis- 
coveries of the Nizam’s commission, and up till now 
he has. we hear, confirmed their conclusions. His 
Highness’s commission, after long and patient ex- 
perimental research, reported that chloroform did 
not kill dogs by syncope—i.e., sudden stoppage of 
the heart’s action—as everybody believed. The 
commission, consisting of five military surgeons, tell 
us that we cannot kill a dog with chloroform, no 
matter in what doses, by merely acting directly on its 
heart. Before you can affect its heart, you must 
poison the nerve centres in the medulla oblongata 
that govern breathing. The conclusion is thus 
arrived at that, so long as you see that the patient’s 
breathing is not affected, you can give chloroform 
with absolute impunity in every case involving the 
suffering of pain. If this be true—and Dr. Brunton 
is said to have already partially confirmed its truth 
—the discovery will revolutionise the practice of 
London hospitals, and will entitle that enlightened 
prince, the Nizam, to the everlasting gratitude of 
the human race.” 


On this I wish to observe that since the introduc- 
tion of Carlisle’s Chloroform Muzzle our profession 
has had a vastly increased experience of chloroform 
on the lower animals, and that it might be worth 
while collecting and reporting it. 

My own experience on horses is quite in accordance 
with that of the Hyderabad commission. I find the 
state of the pulse no guide whatever, whilst the 
respirations are most indicative of the state of the 
animal. When chloroform is pushed too far respira- 
tion becomes first laboured and then abnormally 


probably fainting may happen, which conjointly 
with chloroform causes death. In dogs heart diseag, 
is more common than in other domestic animals, and 
it may be that some few of these cases do succum) 
to chloroform. In both horses and dogs I believe 
death takes place from failure of respiration, and 
that it is not to be feared with ordinary care. 


PLEURO-PNEUMONIA IN HOLLAND. 
By Tue Eprror. 


| It seems a little difficult to get at the exact 
| sequence of the events which lead to the disappear. 
‘ance of the lung-disease in Holland. We have 
received from a correspondent a pamphlet in English 
but printed at the Hague which appears to state the 
history of events with some authority. 

From it we gather that as far back as 1867 regula. 
tions for the control of Pleuro-pneumonia were 
issued, ‘‘ based upon the experience gained during 
the outbreak of Cattle-plague.” 

In 1870 the Dutch enacted a Contagious Diseases 
(Animals) Act which applied to Cattle-plague, 
Pleuro-pneumonia, Foot-and-mouth, Glanders and 
Farcy, Scab, Small-pox, Anthrax, and Rabies. This 
Act provided for notification of the disease, in- 
spection by a veterinarian, slaughter of the diseased 
animals, and compensation. It was carried out by 
the Local Authorities. ‘This law was in force on 
Jan. 2nd. 1871. Since that date the superintendence 
of the State was introduced,” which we take to 
mean that the Dutch met with the same experience 
as ourselves, viz.—that the Local Authorities did 
not act in unison, and did not all enforce the law; 
and that the power to act was given to a central 
body. This law was again supplemented by other 
laws and decrees affecting the importation and ex- 
portation of animals, the disinfection of places and 
objects. Amongst others “regulations for the in- 
oculation and marking of diseased cattle.” 

In 1878 obligatory inoculation and marking of 
cattle was introduced, and indemnification was given 
for deaths resulting from inoculation.” AJ] previous 
regulations were enforced with greater strictness. 

A decrease of the disease followed these measures, 
and a steady decline was registered in the number 
of outbreaks until 1882, when only 11 cases were 
‘reported. An increase took place in 1883 “and the 
‘disease broke out in 1884 with new vigour. 2 


‘animals being attacked.” 


In 1884 a Commission appointed by the King re- 


slow. If not stopped it ceases, and this whilst the | ported that non-observance of the law was the cause 


action of the heart continues for a while. 


‘of this renewal, and advised “sharper supervision: 


In dogs. death undoubtedly occurs frequently as | maintenance of the system of slaughter, and a gene™ 
the result of chloroform, and in some cases so inoculation of cattle in the infected districts. 


suddenly and in such an early stage of the operation 
as to suggest failure of the heart. I incline to the 
belief that many of these cases are simply due to 
suffocation, caused accidentally by assistants trying to 
control the animal’s struggles. It is very easy with 
a sponge and towel, for a man to press it so tight to 
the nose as to cause suffocation, for the mouth is 
usually tightly tied up. In the human subject 


consequence of this report the laws were again mor 
severely enforced, and special veterinary — 
“were appointed to inoculate the cattle of stables 
surrounding any infected one. Transport from eA 
fected farms was totally forbidden and a detachmey 
of soldiers and mounted police was quartered in : t 
infected districts to enforce the laws and to disine’ 
the premises, 
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In the year 1884 alone the Dutch Government 
paid nearly £60,000 as compensation to the owners 
of slaughtered vattle, and with such effect were the 
regulations enforced | that practically pleuro-pneu- 
monia “could be said to have disappeared in June, 

885.” 
From this we conclude that although inoculation 
has been largely used and the Dutch veterinarians 
speak highly of its value, it is impossible to appor- 
tion its value. Slaughter of diseased stock and 
isolation of all others in the infected area seems to 
have been carried out for many years, and latterly 
most rigorously. With this, inoculation has been 
conjoined, and what part it may have played we 
are unable to estimate. The disease most certainly 
was not stamped out until slaughter was enforced 
uniformly and thoroughly. 


INFLUENZA IN LONDON. 


For two years or more very few cases of Influenza 
have been seen in London. It now prevails very 
generally, and in my experience has been here 
about two months. 

Three years ago the cases which came under my 
notice were remarkably mild. A half-closed eye, 
some swelling of the legs and loss of appetite were 
the most marked symptoms. The pulse was ac- 
celerated and the temperature in the rectum rose to 
105. All these symptoms passed off in four or five 
days, and complete recovery was usually attained in 
four or five more. Our present epidemic is much 
more serious, although presenting somewhat similar 
symptoms. The swelling of the legs is greater, the 
fever more prolonged, the depression most marked, 
and there is a tendency to diarrhoea. Those cases 
which are detected in the first stage and treated 
without loss of time gradually recover, but where 
the first symptoms are overlooked and the horse 
sent out to work a fatal result is not uncommon. 
These poor animals present such signs of depression 
and prostration as almost to suggest by their reeling 
galt some affection of the spine. An inexpert 
stableman may easily overlook the first indications, 
which are sometimes only a half-closed eye or a 
slightly swollen leg. Any doubt as to the signifi- 
cance of these conditions is at once cleared up by 
using a thermometer when the temperature will be 
found to have risen to 103 and in some cases 105. 
In this stage a few hours’ work or even one quick 
— 1s enough to cause a most alarming intensi- 
— of the disease, or even to carry the case 
— the possibility of recovery. 
has consisted of a stimulant at 
eauic owed by diuretics and salines. I have not 
of alcoholic draughts the most 
“aa, eatment. They do good at first but after- 
appetite 2 me to delay the return of a normal 
ss luretics seem always desirable, and in 
ry Ses good effects follow repeated small doses 

~agnesia Sulphate. Where diarrhoea occurs I 


but I avoid bran, beer, and carrots, wuich I think 
increase the complication. 

My object in writing is not to offer any line of 
treatment as specially effective, but to point out the 
danger, in working studs, of overlooking the first 
symptoms, and allowing a horse to be worked after 
the fever has developed. I should like also to elicit 
some information as to how the disease was brought 
here. Five or six weeks before I saw a case I 
heard that it had been seen in the West of England. 
It would be interesting to know to what extent it 
prevails in the provinces, and if any counties are 
free from it. Also what districts are infected, and 
how long it is since it first appeared in any part. 
The Record ought to do some useful work in keep- 
ing us informed as to the spread of such diseases as 
Strangles and Influenza, which cause immense loss 
amongst horses even when they are not fatal. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES IN CATTLE. 


By Anprew Penper, Lockerbie. 


At the present time when the great questions of 
eradication and prevention of contagious diseases in 
cattle are so prominently before the public, it seems 
to me that the most important means for the pre- 
vention of such diseases are so very seldom referred 
to, that it would almost appear that such means 
were looked upon as of very little importance, viz., 
strict attention to the laws of health. There is 
much talk about inoculation, slaughter, segregation, 
inspection of markets and slaughter-houses, &c., all 
very good. I do not think anyone can reasonably 
expect that the cause of such diseases can be re- 
moved or overcome by any such means, without the 
strict enforcement of sanitary measures more ex- 
tensive and sweeping than has ever yet been attemp- 
ted. believing, as 1 do, that the cause or causes of all 
such diseases are originated through violation of 
the laws of health, however, wherever, or whenever 
the characteristic organism or organisms may have 
acquired or become endowed with specific functions. 
The measures to be adopted in order to eradicate 
and prevent contagious diseases in cattle must be 
based on conditions which are accepted by all 
as essentially necessary to the health of animals in 
securing for them pure air, wholesome water, whole- 
some food, and rational and humane treatment. With 
this end in view I would briefly give an idea of 
the lines on which 1 think an effective preventive 
scheme might be laid. 
lst. The appointment by Government of one 
Central Veterinary Sanitary Board each for England, 
Ireland, and Scutland, with authority to appoint, or 
cause to be appointed district or local boards with 
power to enforce the carrying out of such measures 
as might be deemed necessary to eradicate and pre- 
vent contagious diseases in cattle, to provide cattle 
with pure air, wholesome water, wholesome food, 
rational and humane treatment, and to prevent the 


0 . 
not employ astringents unless it become violent, 


using of unsound animals for breeding purposes. 
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2nd. The appointment by Government of Special- 
ists for England, Ireland, and Scotland, whose 
function it would be to ascertain the nature of water, 
food, or anything suspected of causing disease, or 
where there existed any doubt regarding the nature 
and cause of disease. 

3rd. That all owners of cattle keep a register of 
births, parentage, diseases, and deaths and that 
every owner be required to ascertain the nature of 
any disease with which any animal may be afflicted 
within six days after being aware of any disease in 
any animal, and also, in the event of death of any 
animal to ascertain the cause thereof, or the nature 


- of disease from a duly qualified V.S. in regular 


practice, who should be required to write the name 
of disease or cause of death in owner’s register. 
And also that every owner of a cow yielding milk 
should wash, or cause to be washed, the teats of every 
cow previous to being milked, and to wash and dry 
the teats after being milked, and that the hands of 
every milker be washed previous to milking each 
cow. And also that all cattle be branded so as to 
indicate the nation county, parish and number of 
owner, farm or dairy in such parish, All counties 
and parishes being numbered alphabetically. Dum- 
friesshire would thus be No. 9, and the parish of 
Duffesdale also No. 9. The nation, county, parish, 
and number of place where born or branded in such 
parish to be on the near side of the sacrum and the 
numbers on off side would indicate the year of birth 
and the number of calf on place indicated thus :— 
S—Scotland. 
9—Dumfriershire. 
S| 9 9—Duffesdale Parish. 
9 | 40 -40—Mainshill Farm. 
(on near side of sacrum). 
89—Year of birth. 
20—Number of calf above year. 
(on off side of sacrum), 


89 | 20 


| 20 
O O—Not to be bred from. 


All foreign cattle also to be branded so as to indicate 
the ports from and to and month and year. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


— 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The Quarterly Meeting of this Associatio 
held at the Queen’s Hotel, Leeds, on Friday the Sth 
November. ‘The President, Mr. Lodge (Dewsbury) 
was in the chair, and the following veterinary sur- 
geons were also present :—Messrs. A. W. Briggs 
Halifax ; Joseph S. Carter, Bradford; J. M. Axe, 
Doncaster; G. E. Bowman and A. W. Mason Leeds: 
8. Chambers, Kirkheaton; T, Fletcher, Sheffield : 
A. E. Hanson, Norwood Green; H. Snarry and 
George T’. Pickering, York; M. Robinson, Barnsley ; 
J, Clarkson, Garforth; J, Atcherley, Harrogate ; 


G. W. Carter, Keighley; J. E. Scriven, hop. 
treasurer, Tadcaster; and W. F. Greenhalgh, hon, 
secretary, Leeds. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance were read 
from Messrs. Toope, Knaresbrough; Bale, Otley, 
Deighton, Riccal; Cooper, Huddersfield; Danby, 
Driffield ; and F. P. Carter, Bradford. ) 


A or ConDOLENCE. 


Mr. J. S. Carter moved a vote of condolence with 
the widow of the late Mr. KE. ©. Dray, of Wands. 
worth, Surrey, who practised in Leeds for many 
years as a veterinary surgeon. He remarked that 
the deceased gentleman, in conjunction with Py. 
fessor Williams, the late Jno. Cuthbert, and W. 
Broughton, of Leeds, and himself inaugurated the 
Society at whose quarterly meeting they had met 
that day. The deceased gentleman was one of 
whom the Society might well be proud, as after 
leaving Leeds, he had filled the office of president 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and for 
some years occupied the position of treasurer to that 
body. Mr. Dray attained the ripe age of 83 years 
and he (Mr. Carter) saw him for the last time in 
April, when he complained about the state of his 
health, and feared he would not be able to meet 
many of his old friends again. He (Mr. Carter) 
had been acquainted with him for many years, and 
he had never known a more upright or genial men- 
ber of the profession, or a gentlemen who was 
more willing to give every assistance in his power 
to the younger members of the profession. 

Mr. Axg, in seconding the motion, which was 
carried unanimously, paid a high tribute to the 
memory of the deceased. 

On the minutes of the last meeting being sub- 
mitted, Mr. Briceas said he would like to refer to 
the comments made by Professor Walley on the e- 
marks he (Mr. Briggs) was reported in the journals 
to have made at their last meeting on the sub- 
ject of tuberculosis. What he (Mr. Briggs) hal 
intended to say was that badly-drained and defee 
tively-ventilated mistals would, in his opinion, givé 
rise to tuberculosis, when a predisposition existed. 

Mr, G. W. Carrer remarked that in Professir 
Walley’s criticism. remarks had been attributed # 
him (Mr. Carter) which were contrary to the 
ports which had appeared in the journals, and there 
fore it was unnecessary for him to reply. 

The minutes were then confirmed, subject to the 
correction regarding Mr. Brigg’s speech. ; 

The Hon. Szcrerary nominated as members 
the Association Messrs. Jas. Wooding, Shepley: and 
John Appleyard, Halifax, at the request of Mr 
Cooper, Huddersfield. ; 

Mr. T. B. Extey, Leeds, was elected a member 
the Association on the motion of the Hon. > 
seconded by Mr. Carter. 

The Hon. Sxcrerary stated that he had received 
letter from Mr. W. Awde, hon. sec. of the newly 
constructed South Durham and North Yorksiit 
Veterinary Medical Association, asking for 4 _ 
of the rules of the Yorkshire Veterinary Me es 
Association. The copies of their rules were ¢*° * 
ingly scarce (laughter), they had not been rev) 
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for many years, and he felt they would not he of 
much use to Mr. Awde until the work of reconstruc- 


tion was completed. 
Frxep Meerine Dares. 


The Hoy. Sec. read communications from Mr, H. 
Kidd. Hon. Sec. of the Royal Counties Veterinary 
Medical Association, asking the members of the 
Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Association to take 
into consideration the advisability of having fixed 
dates on which to hold the meetings of the various 
associations owing to meetings of different associa- 
tions being held on the same day. He suggested 


various associations hold a conference to fix the 
various dates of meeting. He concluded as follows: 
“It is quite evident these associations are having a 
wonderful effect in raising the profession. It is 
my earnest desire that we would meet each other 
and I have no doubt that the members of the various 
associations would also receive mutual benefit as the 
result of the conference.” (Applause.) 

Mr. Fiercuer thought it was a good suggestion 
to have fixed dates. There was a meeting of another 
association that day at Derby which he certainly 
would have attended except for neglecting his own 
association. 

Mr. J. Carter proposed that in future the meet- 
ings of the association be held on the last Friday in 
the first month of every quarter. 

Mr. I'LercHER in seconding this, remarked that 
they would probably hear from the Secretaries of 
the other associations as to whether the date they 
had chosen was agreeablo to them. (Resolution 
carried.) 


CircuLar to LocaL AUTHORITIES. 


_ The Hoy. Sec. reported that the recommendations 
as drawn out by the Association in reference to the 
appointment of empirics as meat inspectors, etc., 
had been forwarded to a large number of local au- 
= in Yorkshire, but he had not received many 
replies, 

Mr. Briecs pointed out that the circular had 
been taken notice of at the various meetings. It 
question which was gradually coming to the 
ront. 

Mr. Lope thought the circular had done good, in 
perhaps as much good as anything they had 

Mr. A. E. Hayson remarked that he would like 
o bring before the notice of the members a some- 
What remarkable case which had occurred recently 
in his practice. On the 5th of October a mare was 
—— at Wibsey Fair and worked for a time 
. right, but on the 25th of October he was called 
to see her and found her suffering from lymphan- 
gitis in both hind legs. one leg being fixed to the 
a and the near hind leg was swollen from the 
ah the foot. She ate well, but was slightly 
lisieieg the mouth hot but the pulse normal. He 
a six-drachm dose of aloes and gave 
reel : ants. For several days the near hind leg 

‘ned fixed and rigid, and on the Tuesday fol- 


amined her thoroughly, per rectum and otherwise, 
but could discover nothing to accouut for the symp- 
toms. She continued in the same stall till Friday, 
when she reecovered the use of the near hind leg, 
and on Saturday could walk about. On Sunday he 
found that the off hind Jeg had become affected, as 
the near hind leg had been, but her appetite con- 
tinned good. On Tuesday night following she be- 
came affected in both hind legs and fell to the 
ground, At eight o’clock at night, however, she 
jumped up, could walk about, and continued in a 
satisfactory state at the present time. In_ his 
opinion it was a case of embolism or partial paraly- 
sis, but he could not say which. 

Mr. Fiercuer.—How was the pulse. 

Mr. Hanson.—The pulse was normal, and the 
urine was not at all coffee coloured, but within the 
last day or two it has become somewhat more 
coloured. I have applied extract of belladonna to 
her teeth, and it has seemed to be beneficial to her. 
I have applied hot fomentations and rubbed the legs 
with embrocation. Both legs were swollen as ina 
case of lymphangitis. 

Mr. G. W. Carrrr.—Was there a line of demar- 
cation between the swelling ? 

Mr. Hanson.—-No, there was not, the swelling is 


last week. 

Mr. G. W. Carrer thought it was an ordinary 
case of lymphangitis with pressure on the nerve 
supply. He had seen other cases almost on a par 
with Mr. Hanson’s case. 

Mr. Hanson.—At first she seemed to be feverish 
but after a good physicing she was quite cool again. 

Mr. J. 8. Carrer described his visit to the mare 
and said he inquired if she had been down, but was 
informed she had not, and that she had been seized 
quite suddenly. Of course she might have been 
down, but there was nothing in the way of broken 
head gear or anything of that sort to indicate it. 
He could find no lines of demarcation or anything 
analogous to it. He had had another case lately 
similar to this. ‘There was great swelling on both 
hind legs and a discharge from the nose, but he 
could never detect any marks at all on the schnei- 
derian membrane or in the eye. 

Mr. Briaes.—Is there no alteration in the tem- 
perature ? 

Mr, Carrer.—The legs felt hot. 

Mr. Hanson.—It looks strange that this animal 
after being affected in each hind leg, in turn, should 
become paralysed in both. 

Mr. Briacs.—Has the swelling disappeared ? 

Mr. Hanyson.—The swelling is there still, but not 
to the same extent as formerly. 

Mr, Syarry.—What started this case ? 

Mr. Hanson.—Nothing, so far as 1 can learn. 
She was working on the Thursday and on Friday 
she was in the state I have described. 

Mr. Syarry.—I should think it must be lym- 
phangitis, causing nerve pressure from which the 
paralysis arose. 

Mr. Fietcuer said he was of opinion that it was 
a case of embolism pressing upon the nerves which 


lowing he called in Mr. J. 8. Carter, and they ex- 


caused the paralysis, and why he thought so_ was 


there now, but not to as great an extent as it was . 
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because some seven or eight years ago, he had a 
similar case, but only one hind leg was affected. On 
examining the rectum he could feel the embolism, 
and after some days it was removed and the animal 
became right again. The limb was fixed but there 
was a certain amount of twitching. It was in slings 
about a week, when it began to use thelimb. The 
pulse was quick and full, and there was constitu- 
tional disturbance. 

Mr. G. W. Carrer.—Did it recur ? 

Mr. FLercurr.—No. 

Mr. Hanson.—I found the less the mare was ex- 


cited the bettershe was. There was less shivering 


in the member not affected. Both fore legs were 
unaffected. 


A Caucarsous Tuymus GLanp. 


Mr. G, W. Carver.—I have a specimen to submit 
to this meeting. 1 have formulated a theory as to 
what it is from the position I took it from. I think 
it is a calcareous thymus gland, and I took it from 
the mediastinum of a cart horse nine years old, that 
had fractured its suffraginis, Perhaps every two or 
three months for the Jast eighteen months of his life, 
he was affected with a low bilious attack. I treated 
him with calomel and physic, and in about ten days 
he would be all right. I can’t see any connection 
between a calcareous gland and an affection of the 
liver. I have found nothing like it in any published 
veterinary works, but I have shown it to various 
medical men, who tell me they have cases of calca- 
reous glands in various parts of the body. 


An Unusuan Cause or Ossrrucrtion. 


Mr. G, W. Carver then proceeded to describe a 
very unusual cause of obstruction of the bowels in a 
mare, which resulted in the death of the animal. 
The subject was a brown carriage mare seven years 
old, which commenced being ill with what appeared 
to be an ordinary attack of colic. The usual remedies 
were administered ; but the pain continued, though 
at no time was it very acute. Opening medicine 
was given, followed by doses of sedatives combined 
with linseed oil, and enemas were frequently ex- 
hibited — For five days the pain continued and no 
foeces were passed, the animal then dying from 
exhaustion, Upon making a post-mortem examina- 
tion the following condition of the intestines was 
found to exist. When the contents of the abdominal 
cavity were exposed to view, no structural altera- 
tions could be observed, neither were the various 
viscera altered in color or position. There was no 
unusual amount of tympany of any of the bowels 
Upon laying open the double colon, throughout its 
entire length, the cause of the obstinate constipa- 
tion was found to be a peculiar emphysemateous 
condition of the bowel for about the last eighteen 
inches of its course, and immediately in front of the 
commencement of the floating colon, the inflated 
coat of the bowel being about six or seven inches in 
thickness and thus completely blocking the passage 
and preventing any feces from entering the sin 
colon. Upon removing the affected ortio eit 
directly commenced to collapse, until, ns the fol. 
lowing day it was not more than two or three inches 


thick. The cellular tissue of the affected portion of 
the bowel presented the appearance of a number 
of bladders inflated with air which upon being 
pricked with a pin immediately collapsed with a 
hissing noise caused*by the escape of the contents, 
The mucous membrane covering the same portion of 
the colon was but very little heightened in color, 
and presented upon its surface many of the same 
bladder-like cysts filled with air, but smaller in 
size than those in the cellular tissue. There was 
no other cause vf obstruction to be found, and the 
contents of the bowels in front of the diseased por. 
tion were in a fluid condition. 1 should suggest 
that this abnormal condition might arise from an 
injury to the mucous membrane causing a wound 
by which the gases generated in the bowels might 
find an entrance into the cellular tissue. 

Mr. Fiercuer said he had seen a good many 
affections of the bowels, but he had never seen one 
such as Mr. Carter had described, and he agreed it 
had probably arisen from the cause suggested by Mr. 
Carter. 


Swine 


Mr. Fiercuer asked if any of those present had 
read the communications in the journals, referring 
to swine fever producing fever in the human subject. 
He had been an inspector for many years, but he 
had never seen anything of the sort. 

Mr. G. W. Carrer thought that the matter was 
worth very little notice, and Mr, Axe agreed with 
this. 


Aw Interestine Pornt. 


Mr. Axx.—I should like to draw the attention of 
the members of this Association to what I 
consider to be an important and _ interesting case. 
Late in July or early in August last. a thoroughbred 
stallion colt by Peppermint, belonging to Mr. Water- 
house, of Skellow, was being got ready for exhibition 
at a show of the Yorkshire Agricultural Society. 
The horse was being exercised by a man, in a field, 
and being fresh he made a big jump, and began to 
bleed freely at the nostrils. The usual means for 
stopping the bleeding were used, and after the loss 
of a great quantity of blood the flow was stopped. 
The result of the rupture was that the horse became 
completely blind in both eyes. I think this is an 
important thing in reference to the question of hered. 
itary complaints. Where are we to draw the line’ 
You surely would not call this an hereditary com- 
plaint. The horse himself has perfectly recovere 
but he is as blind as a bat. The question is, how 
did the bleeding arise, and should such a horse 
under such conditions with no hereditary taint as to 
blindness, be debarred from taking one of the 
Queen’s Premiums? 

Mr, Briacs.—You do not think he struck any- 
thing ? 

Mr, Axxr.—-No, I have no doubt the colt was doing 
well and making blood fast. He gave a big jum? 
and a blood-vessel broke and he bled like @ pig: ” 

Mr. G. W. Carrer.—have you any idea wi 
vessel it was ? 


Mr. Axr.—No. 
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Mr. Syarry.—I remember a case in which a colt 
was being broken in, and it reared and came back 
on its poll. It bled profusely down both nostrils 
until it nearly sank. The bleeding was stopped, but 
two days after it became totally blind in one eye, 
and was half blind in the other. My idea of that 
was that it was a partial fracture of the basilar pro- 
cess of the occipital bone. 

Mr. Axe said the pupils of the eyes were bold and 
dilated. 

Mr. Bowmay.—I should like to ask if it is the 
opinion that a horse suffering as has been described 
by Mr. Axe should be shown for a Queen’s Premium? 

Mr. Arcuertey.—I should say decidedly not. 

Mr. Bowmay.—It is not proved that the disease 
is hereditary. 

Mr. G. W. Carrer.—That is the question. 

Mr, Axe said he had traced the pedigree of the 
horse some way back and could find no trace of 
hereditary unsoundness of the eyes. 

Mr. G. W. Carrer.—You are taking it for 
granted it is the result of injury. 

Mr. FLercurr.—lI think after relating the case, 
Mr, Axe asked us if we considered the case one of 
unsoundness in which the horse could be used for 
stud purposes. I think there is very little doubt 
very few people would accept him as a sound horse. 
but the question is whether his stock would be 
affected. I should say it would not be. 

The Presipent.— Do you think he is not fit for 
stud purposes ? - 

Mr. Fiercurr.—I should say he is fit, but perhaps 
he would not be accepted for the Queen’s Premiums. 

Mr, Axx.—Well, Goggles, my own horse, was 
blind but we never knew him to get a blind one. 

The Prestpenr.—If the blindness is the result of 
an accident or injury I should not hesitate to put a 
valuable mare to the horse, but it must be proved 
that it resulted from an injury. 

Mr. ArcHEeRLEY pointed out that it was impossible 
to prove to any one blindness arose from injury. 

Mr. G, W. Carrer.—Can we convince ourselves ? 
In this case described by Mr. Axe, I don’t think 
that there isa shadow of a doubt that if the horse 
Were put in for examination before the Royal Com- 
llssioners it would be rejected, and it would be 
Impossible to prove that the blindness arose from 
accident and \therefore the Commission would be 
Justified in rejecting him. What vessel could it be 
that would rupture and bleed down the nostrils 

where no clot could interfere with the optic nerve? 
: Mr. Arcurrtey mentioned a case in which a 

— commenced bleeding from the nostrils and he 

ed him in both jugular veins and the bleeding 

stopped at once, and he was all right. 
Mr. Bowman asked if the horse Mr. Axe had 
mentioned had been used at all. 


Mr. Axe replied that the animal had covered 
Several mares, 


FINANorAL, 


ont TREASURER (Mr. Scriven) presented his 
4’ thancial statement, which showed. the Society 


wously adopted, ory condition, and it was unani- 


Mr. G. W. Carrer proposed that a statement be 
sent to all members of the Association whose sub- 
scriptions were in arrears, 

Mr. Bowman seconded this and it was carried. 


Evection or OFFIcERs. 


The Hon. Secretary (Mr. Greenhalgh) explained 
that hitherto it had been the rule to elect the Presi- 
dent by seniority of membership. The two gentle- 
men who came next on the list were Messrs. 
Hardy, of York, and R. L. Robertson, of Leeds. He 
had approached both these gentlemen on the matter 
but they had declined to accept the office. Next in 
order of seniority came Mr. Brigys and Mr. Snarry. 
The latter gentleman at present could not see his 
way to fill the presidential chair, and therefore he 
proposed that Mr. Briggs be President of the Society 
for the ensuing year. He might say that Mr. Briggs 
had been a regular attender at the meetings of the 
Association, and had taken a lively interest in the 
proceedings, and he believed he would add dignity 
to the chair, and conduce to the advancement of 
their mutual benefit. (Applause). 

Mr. Snarry seconded this, and it was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Briaes briefly returned thanks. 

Mr. Cuarkson and Mr. Pickrertne were elected 
Vice-Presidents in conjunction with the retiring 
president, the former on the motion of Mr. Lodge, 
seconded by Mr. Scriven, and the latter on the 
proposition of Mr. Axe, seconded by Mr. Bowman. 

On the motion of Mr. G, W. Carter, seconded by 
Mr. Axe, Mr. Scriven was re-elected Hon. Treasurer, 
and on the motion of the retiring President, seconded 
by Mr. Mason, Mr. Greenhalgh was re-elected Hon- 
Secretary. 

Mr. Bowman proposed that the best thanks of 
the Association be given to Mr. Lodge for the very 
able manner in which he has discharged the duties 
of President during the past year (applause). He 
said, It is with great pleasure I rise to propose this 
vote of thanks to our worthy retiring President. I 
am sure he has conducted our meetings in’ a most 
scientific and satisfactory manner, and that he has 
been most industrious and painstaking in promoting 
the advance of our profession (hear, hear), At these 
meetings he has fulfilled the promise made in his 
inaugural address that he would insist upon attention 
from members present and would not allow general 
conversation while a subject was being discussed, 
and gentlemen, each and all of you will, I am sure, 
agree with me in giving him our hearty thanks. 
(Applause). 

Mr. Axs, in seconding this said, Mr. Lodge had 
taken great interest in every debate, and whatever 
he had done he had done heartily and well. (Ap- 
plause). 

Mr. Fuxrcuer said Mr, Lodge had kept them in 
order (laughter). He had prevented much of the 
desultory conversation which used to prevail and 
which wasted such valuable time. He had dis- 
charged his duties thoroughly, and they ought to be 
very much obliged to him. 

Mr. GREENHALGH said he would like to bear testi- 
mony to the amount of hard work Mr. Lodge had 
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gone through during his year of office. He could 
assure them he had the interests of the Society very 
much at heart, and had been constantly planning 
and contriving to forward the welfare of the Associa- 
tion. (Applause). 

The vote of thanks was then put and carried 
with enthusiasm. 

Mr. Loper.—TI thank you heartily for the kind 
manner in which yon have accorded a vote of thanks 
to me for any services I may have rendered to this 
Association (hear, hear). I have tried to do my 
best without fear or favour. If I have on any 
occasion been rather hard in calling anyone to order 


_ L hope I have given evidence that I have done it for 


the benefit of the Society. I believe during my 
year of office this Association has done good and 
valuable work, and that the members of the Associa- 
tion who have attended the meetings have derived 
benefit from the papers which have been read and 
the various discussions which have taken place. I 
shall always endeavour to support the authority of 
the chair, and shall continue to take as profound an 
interest in the affairs of the Association in the 
future as I have done in the past (applause). In 
conclusion I may say I have had great pleasure in 
working with the Hon. Treasurer, the Hon. Secretary 
and the other officers (applause). 
Votes of thanks to the Hon. Secretary and the 
Hon. Treasurer concluded the proceedings. 
W. F. Greennaueu, Hon. Sec. 


SCUTTISH METROPOLITAN 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


A meeting of this association was held in Edin- 
burgh on Wednesday last —Principal Williams pre- 
siding. 

Ferpine Cakes. 

Mr. [lurron, Kelso, read a paper on the 
‘Use and Abuse of Feeding Cake’ as a feeding 
stuff for cattle and sheep. He gave in detail the 
composition of linseed cotton and rape cakes. 
Linseed cake, he said, had long been in high repute 
as a good and safe feeding cake. for cattle and sheep. 
Good linseed cake was of a reddish-brown colour, 
had a uniform appearance, and a mild and pleasant 
flavour, The quantity given to cattle should never 
exceed 6 to 8 lbs. per day, as more than that simply 
passed through the animals unassimilated. For sheep 
the quantity should range from $ to 1-lb. per day. 
With regard to undecorticated cotton cake opinions 
differed widely, some stock owners holding that it 
was a very dangerous food in consequence of the 
large percentage of indigestible materials it con- 
tains, while others asserted that they had used it 
largely with good results. It is generally made in 
this country from Egyptian seed. When sold before 
it is thoroughly dry it heats and undergoes some 
degree of fermentation, during which procees of 


heating it is generally supposed the bacilli of 
anthrax, the germs of which are already in the 
seed when brought from Egypt the land of anthrax 
plagues, increase to an enormous extent, generation 
after generation becoming developed. It has heey 
known that old undecorticated cotton cakes have 
given rise to anthrax, whereas the same cake used 
when quite new had no ill effects. The same, hoy. 
ever, may be said of linseed and others, particularly 
if the seeds are from Russia or other plague-stricken 
countries. The decorticated cotton cake being 
generally made jin America, are thoroughly dried 
and subjected to high pressure, and may, therefore, 
be considered far less dangerous than home-made 
cakes. Mr. Hutton expressed himself as being very 
much in favour of a mixed or compound cake, 
thoroughly cooked in the manufacture, with a 
view to destroying disease germs of all kinds 

There was a compound cake made by Messrs, A. 
Dunn & Sons, Kelso, which is very highly esteemed 
over all the Borders. It was subjected to a tem. 
perature of 250 degs. Fahr., which was sufficient to 
destroy all noxious germs, and the cake, in addition 
to its excellent feeding quality, could be thoroughly 
relied on as a good and safe one. As to rape cake, 
it showed, on analysis, about equal to linseed cake; 

but experience showed that it was decidedly inferior 
to the latter, owing. no doubt, to its acrid flavour 

and irritant properties. This arose from its being 

often mixed accidentally with wild mustard or 

charlock seeds. He lately examined a lot of cattle 

which had been put on to a mixture of 2lbs. each of 

cotton and rape cake per day, and the animals had 

only got it twice when three of them were taken ill 

and died of gastro-enteritis, or inflammation of the 

stomach and bowels. 

As the hour was getting late, the discussion on 
the paper was] necessarily brief. In the course ofa 
few remarks, Principal Wi.utams said that rape 
cake was a very irritating material, and was closely 
allied to the wild mustard with which the rape cake 
was in point of fact very often mixed. When give 
in large quantities even pure rape cake was very ap! 
to cause inflammation to the stomach ; and when t 
was adulterated with wild mustard, the result wa 
disastrous. He had seen a whole lot of twenty 
bullocks taken ill with gastro-enteritis from eating 
it, and of these seven or eight were dead by the 
time hs reached them. The whole of the mucots 
membrane lining the stomach and _ intestines prt 
sented appearance similar to that induced 4% 
a mustard plaster. In regard to the cvtton cake. 
he said that the cotton cake made in this count!) 
was usually made from Egyptian cotton seed. When 
newly made it had a dampness about it, and _" 
eaten in a fresh state it had no bad effect; >" 
when it became old and mouldy it hada tendency 
to induce anthrax. He had known cases of t* 
wnthrax arise from the cotton cake after the ani : 
had been taking it for many weeks. ‘That “ 
caused by the mould having grown upon oo 
with the evolution of heat the bacilli of av! en 
developed, their germs being in the seed 4s it = 
from Egypt. After some further remarss, 
discussion was postponed till next meeting. 
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ROYAL COUNTIES V.M.A. 


The next meeting will be on Friday, 29th inst.. 
in the Committee Room R.C.V.S., 10 Red Lion 
Square, at 3 p.m. prompt. A paper will be read on 
“Ingestion and Inhalation as methods of Infection.” 


BORDER COUNTIES V.M.A. 


Mr. H. Thompson, Aspatria, asks us to note a 
misprint in the heading of the first subject in his 
paper, “Odds and Ends,” it should read, “* Clay- 
like concretions (sebaceous) in the Fossa Navicularis 
in the Glans Penis of the horse, causing lameness.” 


GOVERNMENT VETY. DEPARTMENT. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES IN ANIMALS. 


Reported in Great Britain and Ireland during the 
week ended November 9th, 1889. 


Pleuro-pneumonia.—In Great Britain 6 fresh 
outbreaks of this disease were reported, viz., 3 in 
Norfolk, 2 in Edinburgh, and 1 in Forfar ; of the 
26 attacked, 12 were in Norfolk, 3 in Edinburgh, 
lis Forfar, 3 in Inverness, and 7 in Verth. In 
addition to these diseased cattle, 127 healthy ones 
which had been exposed to infection, were slaugh- 
tered, 98 of these were in England and 29 in Scot- 
land. In Ireland 1 fresh outbreak of pleuro- 
pneumonia was reported in the North Dublin Union, 
l animal was attacked, and 33 cattle which had 
been exposed to infection in South Dublin were 
slaughtered. 

Anthrax.—In England 5 fresh outbreaks of this 
disease were reported, viz., 1 in Dorset, 2 in Nor- 
thumberland, 1 in East Sassex, and 1 in York 
(W.R.) ; 12 animals were attacked, 3 of which were 
killed and 9 died. No cases of anthrax occurred in 
or Wales. In Ireland 2 fresh out- 

ak occurred in Co. Sli i - 
tached veyed go, 3 animals were at 

Swine Fever-—In Great Britain this disease is 
progressively decreasing, only 75 outbreaks were 
Teported in the week, whereas the average weekly 
——e fur the quarter ending September 28th was 
: i 106. The number of swine attacked was 484 
‘i i ee ; 224 diseased swine were killed, 152 
= : 36 recovered, and 319 remained alive when 
oF was up. In Ireland 8 fresh out- 
ever were reported. and 31 pigs 
ween and Farey.—In England 10 fresh out- 
in L 8 ; glanders were reported, 1 in Kent and 9 

“ondon ; 15 horses were attacked, 1 in Kent, and 


Of farcy 8 fresh outbreaks were re- 
shire. ‘ of which were in London and 1 in Lanark- 
€, 17 ho 


h 


Rabies.—In England 5 cases of this disease were 
reported, 4 of them in dogs, in the counties of 
London, Suffolk, and York (W.R.). In Kent 1 
head of cattle was attacked. In Ireland 5 cases of 
rabies were reported, 3 in dogs, in Armagh. Down, 
and Mayo. The other 2 cases were in cattle, in 
Monaghan. 


EXTRACTS. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES AND COW-HOUSES 
IN LONDON. 


The London County Council have already given 
proof in various ways of their anxiety to promote 
the sanitary welfare of the Metropolis, and it is to 
be hoped that ere long their efforts may result in 
the removal of many anomalies and unwholesome 
arrangements which have too long been tolerated. 
One of the sanitary duties which the Council have 
inherited from the late Metropolitan Board of Works 
is that of annually licensing the slaughter-houses 
and cow-houses within the metropolitan area. They 
have delegated that duty to a Sanitary and General 
Purposes Committee, who held their first annual 
meeting for the purpose of discharging the duty on 
October 24th. On that occasion they were called 
upon to consider as many as 709 applications for 
licences for slaughter-houses, and 671 for licences 
for cow-houses in various parts of London and the 
suburbs. Of these applications, 81 were opposed, 
either by the Council’s own inspectors, or by the 
local sanitary officials, or by interested residents in 
the vicinity of the premises to be licensed; but the 
majority being unopposed. they were granted by the 
Committee without much demur. In the case, how- 
ever, of the oppose applications, the Cominittee 
showed their determination to discourage the con- 
tinuance of unwholesome arrangements by ‘leclining 
to renew the licence in most of the cases. This 
action may in some instances cause hardship to in- 
dividual owners; but the meat and milk supply of 
the community is a most important matter,.and the 
police are coming day by day to recognise the 
necessity for insisting on the greatest possible care 
being exercised in the preparation and distribution 
of that supply. Many of the metropolitan slaughter- 
houses and cow-houses are utterly unfit for their 
respective purposes. Leaving out of account the 
interests of present owners in existing premises, 
there is no public necessity for private slaughter- 
houses in crowded London or urban localities, and 
public opinion is tending to discourage their ex- 
istence. Slaughtering can, on all grounds, best be 
done in public abattoirs, where tbe sanitary sur- 
roundings can be closely looked after, and the meat 
properly supervised by skilled officers. ‘The Council 
have done well to revise the existing regulations as 
to slaughter-houses, and no doubt when the new and 
more stringent regulations come into force it will be 
found that many of those premises which have this 


year obtained a renewal of their licence will on a 
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future occasion be found not to fulfil their requisite 
conditions, Nor, in these days of rapid railway 
communication, can any plea of public convenience 
or necessity be urged for maintaining cow-houses in 
crowded localities. Those premises are also regu- 
lated by by-laws, but it would be well if the present 
very moderate requirements of those by-laws were 
made more stringent.-—Brit. Med, Journal. 


THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE FARRIER’S 
ART. 


An interesting gathering took place at the Albion 
Tavern on Saturday evening, the 9th instant, 
when at a Livery dinner of the Worshipful Com- 
pany of Far.iers, the freedom of the Guild was 
ceremonionsly conferred upon the two shoeing-smiths 
who won the first prizes in the horse-shoeing com- 
petitions at the Royal Agricultural Society’s great 
Show, held last June in Windsor Great Park. 

The usual loyal toasts having been duly honoured 
the Acting Master said they now came to a very in- 
teresting part of the evening’s programme, viz., the 
presention to the two first-prize winners at the horse 
shoeing competitions at the Royal Agricultural 
Society’s Show at Windsor, of the parchment certifi- 
cates of their admission to the Livery of the Far- 
riers’ Company. When it was first suggested that 
the Guild should identify itself with the Royal 
Agricultural Society’s Jubilee celebrations by offer- 
ing the prizes for the horse-shoeing competitions, 
and the freedom of the Company to the first prize- 
winners, a special fund was promptly raised by the 
Court for the purpose, and he was happy to say that 
they had still a balance of this fund in hand, which 
would enable them to carry on the good work now 
so fortunately commenced. They were honoured 
that evening by the presence of the able and inde- 
fatigable secretary of the Society, Mr. Ernest Clarke, 
who had manifested from the first so warm an in- 
terest in their work, and to whose exertions they 
were greatly indebted for the privilege of being 
directly associated with that magnificent show. He 
asked them to drink with much cordiality the toast 
of » The Royal Agricultural Society,” coupled with 
the name of Mr. Ernest Clarke. 

The first prize-winners at the Windsor horse- 
shoving competition, Mr, Valentine Dawkins, of 22, 
Albert Street. Paddington Green (draught horses), 
and Mr, Arthur Austin, of 53, Victoria Cottages, 
W indsor (harness horses), were then formally pre- 
sented with the certificates of their freedom by the 
Acting Master, who extended to them the right 
hand of fellowship as brother farriers. 

Mr, Ernest Clarke, who was received with cheers 
said he had to express to them officially in the name 
of the Royal Agricultural Society its high sense of 
the public spirit of the Farriers’ Company in offer- 
ing valuable prizes and the freedom of their Guild 
to the competitors at Windsor, and the gratification 
of the Council at being associated with the Company 
in this and other ways for the improvement of the 


farriers’ art. Various schemes had been adumbrated 
for teaching and fostering the better practice and 
science of horse-shoeing, and he understood that 
their Court was now engaged in an anxious con. 
sideration of the subject. He thought he might 
venture to say that the Society which he had the 
honour to serve would be ready and willing t 
afford the Company all the assistance in its power 
to improve the scientific practice of the trade 
for the encouragement of which their Guild 
was incorporated. He was especially glad to 
hear what had fallen from the Chairman as to 
the continuance by the Company of the prizes and 
other rewards which they offered this year, Al. 
though the prize-winners whom they had honoured 
that night were the best of the competitors 
who offered themselves at Windsor, it must not be 
supposed that their work was perfection. On the 
contrary, it left very much to be desired; and there 
was a great and pressing need for some better teach. 
ing of the art of farriery. Their Guild was the 
natural pivot for improvement in this direction, and 
their motto Vi et Virtute might give them courage 
to press on with the noble work to which they had 
set their hand. 

The toasts of “The Visitors.” proposed by the 
Junior Warden, was replied to in a brief speech by 
Sir Morel] Mackenzie, who humorously referred to 
the greater docility of horses as patients than those 
whom he was accustomed to prescribe for. —Live 
Stock Journal. 


THE IMPORTATION OF FOREIGN CATTLE. 


Mr. Darling, Q.C., M.P., has received a letter 
from the Board of Agriculture on the subject of 
cattle importation, in which the following occurs :— 
“The Board of Agriculture have every desire to 
discontinue the exclusion of live cattle from Schles- 
wig-Holstein as soon as it can be done with due 
regard to the general interest of the country. The 
Board, however, do not feel that animals can a 
present be safely admitted from Schlegwig-Holstetu, 
in view of the eontinued and rapid spread of foot 
and mouth disease in the adjoining provinces.” Mr. 
Chaplin’s private secretary has also written to Mr. 
Darling a letter, in which he says:—“As the law 
now stands the Board of Agriculture have really 19 
alternative but to prohibit the importation of animals 
from Germany. It has been suggested that they 
might be allowed to come from certain districts 
which are free of disease, but the difficulty i this 
case is that districts which are clear to-day may 
infected to-morrow. and what is worse, without - 
knowing it, for it is unfortunately the case that t ; 
German Government have frequently been — 
of the fact for several days after an outbreak bas 
occurred, There can be no doubt that 0 
more than one occasion cattle disease has —. 
from Deptford. It is impossible to * a 
that the danger of the spread of disease from a 
ford has been placed beyond the bounds of 4 ; 
bility. . . , It is unfortunately tue that 
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exclusion of German animals has caused much loss 
and inconvenience in Deptford, but while it is to be 
hoped that this may only continue for a limited 

riod, no limits could be assigned to the loss and 


disaster which would follow on an epidemic of foot | _ 


and mouth disease in this country. Not only would 
agriculturists, already not too prosperous, be subject 
to heavy losses, and vast expense be incurred in 
stamping out the disease. but very great injury 
would inevitably be inflicted on our flocks and herds, 
which at present provide the best and by far the 
largest part of our food supply for all classes of 
people.” The Cattle Market Defence Committee, 
recently appointed at Deptford, have decided to draw 
upa memorial on the subject to the Minister of 
Agriculture. 


MR. KENDALL’S LIBEL ACTION. 


At Melbourne on October 1, a case was tried in 
the first Nisi Prius Court, before Mr. Justice Hol- 
royd and a special jury of six, in which Mr. Kendall, 
a veterinary professor, sought to recover £5,000 
damages from A. H. Massma & Co.. printers and 
publishers, and from H. W. Shillinglaw, editor, of 
the Australasian Journal of Pharmacy. The Plain- 
tiff, a veterinary surgeon, and member of the Ve- 
terinary Board, had established a college or teach- 
ing institution in Fitzroy, with the object of pro- 
viding the necessary instruction under the Veterin- 
ary Act of Victoria. The alleged libel was an 
article published in the defendant’s journal. in which 
the plaintiff's prospectus was commented on. Pro- 
fessor A, H. Jackson, who was named in the pro- 
spectus as the lecturer on chemistry, was (the 
article said) precluded from filling such a position 
by the terms of his engagement with the College of 
Pharmacy, and the writer said he had authority for 
stating that Professor Jackson had not given per- 
mission for the use of his name in the prospectus. 
Another professor named was, it was added, in Siam; 
another was described as Dr., when he was actually 
L.R.C.P. Mr. Kendall’s College was referred to as 
suburban stables, and the article averred that cer- 
tain statements in the prospectus might be taken to 
mean that the college was recognised by the Board, 
which was not the fact. For the plaintiff it was 
testified that the college was fully equipped, that 


ments, they maintained, were correct in fact, and 
written without malice in the interests of the public, 
and were faircomment. The jury returned a verdict 
for £416, with costs.—The Chemist and Druggist. 


THE FIFTH INTERNATIONAL VETERINARY 
CONGRESS. 


The subject of tuberculosis was brought to a close 
by the adoption, in substance. of the following 
resolutions 

1.—The laws of every country should fix the 
status of animal tuberculosis by legislative enact- 
ment amongst contagious diseases, and subject it to 
the control of sanitary law. 

2.—The use, both by mankind and animals, 
of the flesh of tuberculous animals, whether mam- 
malia or birds, as food. whatever may be the degree 
of tuberculosis, and whatever may be the apparent 
qualities of the meat, should be interdicted. 

3.—Owners of animals, whether of the bovine or 
porcine species, which are destroyed on account of 
their infection by tuberculosis, are entitled to in- 
demnity. 

4.—The use of the skins and horny products of 
tuberculous bovines may be allowed, after dis- 
infection. 

5.—The use of the milk should be prohibited. 

6.—Cow dairies should be at all times subject to 
proper legal inspection. 

7.—The precaution of boiling milk obtained from 
unknown sources, when used for food, should be 
recommended by all possible means. 

The subject of pleuro-pneumonia occupied the 
fifth day of the Congress. 

As a result of a free and full discussion six 
resolutions to the following effect were adopted :— 

1.—The general slaughter of diseased and con- 
taminated animals constitutes the .only effectual 
means for the extinction of contagious pleuro- 
pneumonia. This principle ought everywhere to 
form the basis of legislation on the subject, where- 
ever the disease exists. 
2.—As an auxiliary and preparatory expedient, 
before resorting to the extreme measure of a general 
slaughter, the “inoculation of precaution” (so 
called) may be prescribed in infected localities 


the professors named had been duly engaged, and 
that Professor Jackson, although he was not allowed | 
to lecture till the term of his engagement with the | 
— of Pharmacy had expired, was lecturing now; | 
. at one of the professors (but not the one named) 
nad gone to Siam temporarily ; and that the College | 
Was soon afterwards recognised by the Veterinary | 
evel 1 his recognition had been subsequently | 
aaa "wh, I consequence, it was believed, of the 
of. And it was suggested that. 
Pr ee of the article was that the students of 
hes ege, who formerly went to the College of 

withdne for their chemistry course, had been 
lhe defendants admitted the error as 
rat professor who had gone to Siam, and paid 40/- | 
court as sufficient damage. The other state- 


where the disease is common and the bovine popula- 
tion large and often changed. 

3.—Inoculation of necessity should be enforced 
whenever, for any reason, the slaughter of con- 
taminated animals is postponed. 

4.—The sale of animals thus inoculated should be 
prohibited, except to butchers, and for the purpose 
of slaughter. 

5.—No new stock should be admitted into cow- 
sheds or barns in which diseased animals have been 
kept, without a previous thorough disinfection of 
the premises. 

6.—Owners of animals destroyed because of 
pleuro-pneumonia, or which may have died from 
legalized inoculation, are entitled to a reasonable 
indemnity. 
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THE PLEURKO QUESTION. 


Professor Walley writes,—In your report of the 
meeting of the Chamber of Agriculture, held on the 
12th inst., a statement is attributed to Mr. Ruther- 
ford to the effect ‘that he first successfully inocu- 
lated for pleuro-pneumonia in 1876, and that at 
that time there were about oighty centres of disease 
in the city of Edinburgh alone under his entire 
control.’ 

I am informed, on the authority of Mr. Campbell. 
clerk to the local authority, that there were 111 
licensed byres in Edinburgh in 1876, and assuming 
that the number (eighty) referred to was correct, 
three fourths or thereabouts, of the byres in the city, 
would have been infected—to say the least of it, this 
is a very improbable supposition. 

From September 1878 I can speak with authority 
as to the prevalence of pleuro-pneumonia in Edin- 
burgh, as immediately on my appointment as ve- 
terinary ‘nspector I instituted a vigorous system of 
inspectiun of the byres in the city, in which duty I 
was ably assisted by the inspector, Mr. Sconllar. 
Between 24th September 1878 and 14th April 1880 
there were 29 outbreaks, and in the case of fourteen 
of these no inoculation was practised, either by Mr. 
Rutherford or any other person; while in the case 
of ten, partial inoculation was practised, and in the 
case of five, total inoculation. Further, it must be 
borne in mind that in all cases the Privy Council 
regulations were strictly enforced, and all diseased, 
with sume suspected animals, promptly removed and 
slaughtered. 

There is another point in Mr. Rutherford’s speech 
to which I wish to direct attention, viz., where he 
states that, ‘Professor Walley had said that Edin- 

burgh had been entirely cleared of the disease for 
one year (for that was the period he mentioned), 
but, that according to him (Mr. Rutherford) it had 
never been so in reality, as his day-book would 
show.’ Now, sir, I think it would only have been a 
matter of common justice to me that after pub- 
lishing this statement you should have published 
also the explanation I subsequently gave, by per- 
mission of the chairman of the meeting, to the 
effect ‘that not only had Edinburgh been free from 
the disease for one year, but that it had been so ex- 
empted, officially, for more than two years ; and that 
Uf Mr. liutherford knew anything to the contrary, it 
was just another of those instances in which the disease 
was hidden and became the means of spreading it to 
other districts. —The North British Agriculturist. 


The Dog Owners’ Protection Association 


This Association has arranged to hold a Public 
Meeting at The Westminster Palace Hotel, Victoria 
Street, Westminster, 8.W., on Monday, 25th Nov 
at 5 o'clock p.m., for the purpose of discussing the 
Dog Regulations at present in force in London. and 
also with the object of taking steps to oppose any 
renewal of the present Muzzling Order when the 
same expires on the 3lst December, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


EDUCATIONAL METHODS OF THE R.V.c. 


Sir, 
I understand that you have invited expressions of opinion 
on the educational methods of the R.V.C. 

As one who entered this College in the hope of learn} 
the practical work of a veterinary surgeon may I be allows 
to say this :— 

The system appears to me to be based on the presumption 
that the students have had experience at some previous time 
in what may be culled the practical elements of the work; 
either as the sons of veterinary surgeons, or of having “ seen 
practice,” as it is called. Even if the presumption wer 
well-founaed—and a large oe pene of cases shows that it 
is not—it may well be doubted whether it would be wise to 
relegate the practical side to a place so subordinate as that 
which it obtains here. Rather than that this were done 
I should invert the whole position, I should say “ Make 
your man practical. If you can make him scientific, all 
the better; but at least make him practical.” 

Now, without stopping to criticise in detail, I may say 
generally, that the lst year men are given an introduction 
to the art of the mixing of powders and th» giving of balls, 
(which unless an improvement has been effected this session 


falls lamentably short of the prospectus as issued), while 


the 2nd year men have no sort or kind of clinical or 
dispensing work at all. Into the six months therefore 
ofthe 3rd year all such work must be crammed, if it is to 
be done at all. 

‘‘How would you proceed to throw a horse ? ” lately asked 
an Army Examiner of a newly-fledged M.R.C.V.S. (Lov- 
don). ‘‘I don’t know.” ‘‘ Well, how do you do it yourself)” 
‘*T have never done it,” was the answer—and the poor 
man himself got ‘‘thrown.” Yet a student leaves this 
College to live by his wits in a profession which bring 
him daily into contact with a class of men familiar with 
all the minutice of stable-life. The moral is obvious. 

If half of the success of a physician depends on his tact 

and knowledge of nature and character, 4 fortiori must 
the success of the doctor of ‘‘dumb” creatures depend o 
the same qualities in his own sphere. The Irish have aa 
expressive phrase ‘to go about a horse,” and until a ma 
know thoroughly how to do this, and not about the horse ouly, 
but about cattle and dogs, tho’ he may make a good bacterio- 
logist, or a good clown, he will never make a good veterinary 
surgeon. I donot deny that a sharp and enquiring ma 
may pick up a good deal of practical interest here, but this 
is not so much due to the scheme of education as in spilt 
of it. 
It is probably quite true that the veterinary professial 
was held in past days of little account because the rank aud 
file of its:members practised by rule of thumb, butits 
possible to err in the opposite direction. If the veterinary 
career were to end with a catechism at Red Lion Square! 
is conceivable that the present system might be the bet 
possible towards that consummation. It is because it does 
not end, but rather begins there, that we ask to learn all the 
pathology possible in eighteen months, but to learn® 
little as may be by books and theories, and rather by mes 
of the actual subject, whether living, or dying, or dead. | 

I suppose it would be impossible to find a harder-workilg 
or kinder body of men than the Professors of this Oolees 
but in my opinion—if, with all respect, I may 
say so—they are handicapped by the defects of the syst’ 

Your faithful Servant, ‘ Donovas. 


Late Advertisement 


FOR IMMEDIATE DISPOSAL 

OR SALE in North Wales, a good — 

advertiser has just received an appoint’: 

and would sell at a low figure to immediate o 

chaser. Address, Practice, c/o Messrs. Browa, 
Fulham Road, London, S.W. 


276 
| 
| 
| 
| 1 
| 
4 | 
H 
| 
‘Ag 
if 
| 
4 
4 
4 
“i 
‘ai 
| 
‘4 
t 
e 
g 
‘vad 
of 
| 
8h 
D 
HE 
sd 
if | a 
si 
q 


